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Washington now made his final dispositions for battle. The command to which Marshall belonged, together with other detachments under the general direction of Anthony Wayne, were placed opposite the British at Chadd's Ford. Small parties of selected men crossed over and attacked the British on the other side of the stream. In one of these skirmishes the Americans "killed a British captain with ten or fifteen privates, drove them out of the wood and were on the point of taking a field piece/' But large numbers of the enemy hurried forward and again the Americans were thrown across the river. Marshall was in this party.1
Thomas Marshall, now colonel,2 held the advanced position under Sullivan at the right; and his regiment did the hardest fighting and suffered the heaviest losses on that unhappy day. When Corn-wallis, in greatly superior numbers, suddenly poured down upon Sullivan's division, he all but surprised the Continentals and drove most of them flying before him;3 but Colonel Marshall and his Virginians refused to be stampeded. That regiment "main-
"at least three hundred" of the British.  (Harrison to President of Congress, Sept. 11, 1777; Writings: Ford, vi, footnote to 68.)
1  Marshall, i, 156. The fact that Marshall places himself in this detachment, which was a part of Maxwell's light infantry, together with his presence at Iron Hill, fixes his position in the battle of the Brandywine and in the movements that immediately followed.   It is reasonably certain that he was under Maxwell until just before the battle of Germantown. Of this skirmish Washington's optimistic and excited Secretary wrote on the spot, that Maxwell's men killed thirty men and one captain "left dead on the spot." (Harrison to the President of Congress, Sept. 11,1777; Writings: Ford, vi, footnote to 68.)
2  Thomas Marshall was promoted to be lieutenant-colonel Aug. 13, 1776; and colonel Feb. 21, 1777.  (Heitman, 285.)
8 Trevelyan, iv, 230.